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Course title:  Race and Racism in Germany and Europe: History, 

Concepts and Current Discourses 
 
Instructor:    Fatih Abay   
 
Email address:   f.abay@fu-berlin.de  
 
Track:    A-Track 
 
Language of instruction:  English 
 
Contact hours:   48 (6 per day) 
 
ECTS-Credits:   5 
 
Prerequisites: Students should be able to speak and read English at the upper 

intermediate level (B2) or higher. 
 
 
Course description    
Europe and the World have been facing societal changes in the last two decades and with 
the rise of right-wing parties and politicians in established Western democracies, racism and 
discrimination becomes not only a political but a global societal concern. Specifically, the 
attacks in Norway in 2011, the shootings in Christchurch, NZ in 2019, the attacks in Hanau, 
Germany in 2020, and the police killing of George Floyd in the US show how racism and 
prejudices take a brutal form in society. With the killing of George Floyd, the Black Lives 
Matter movement and other anti-racist movements and organizations are on the path to fight 
this global structural phenomenon. In Germany and Europe public debates on migration, 
migrant and ethnic communities and religion play a big role in politics and society and the 
issues cited above are tried to be tackled from various actors in society.  

 
This course will first analyze the concepts of race and racism, looking at historical and 
contemporary moments as well as developments of racism in society. Further, it will examine 
the various uses of terminology in the field and will particularly elaborate on the concept of 
‘intersectionality’, studying racism and discrimination from this angle.  

 
After gaining the theoretical lens for this course, we will engage with clear examples of 
different forms of racisms and discrimination such as Antisemitism, anti-Black racism, anti-
Muslim racism or anti-Gypsyism. These examples will be analyzed and contextualized by 
looking at structural and societal problems of racism. 
 
Finally, we will visit and hear from activists in Berlin dealing with the problem of racism and 
discrimination. Additionally, we will look into how governments and policy makers try to tackle 
racism within their own societies. Students will learn from this course the different concepts 
and forms of racism and will be able to apply this knowledge in future discussions by critically 
questioning processes and events in politics and society.  
 
Student profile    
This course is designed for all students having a personal, professional or political interest in 
a deeper and thus more differentiated understanding of racism, discrimination and 
intersectionality. 
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Course requirements   
The basic conditions for the course are regular attendance, participation in discussions and a 
close reading of the literature provided. 
 
- Each student is required one time to prepare an input-presentation of a text in class 

(max. 15 min.). 
- Each student is required to write a 3-page analysis of a site in Berlin and engage with 

that site from a critical race and post-colonial point of view 
- The final examination (90 min.) will consist of answering 2-3 leading questions regarding 

the contents of the seminar in continuous text. 
 
Required language skills 
The language of instruction is English. Language proficiency on an advanced intermediate 
level (B2) is a prerequisite for participation. For orientation purposes, you can assess your 
language skills here (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR): 
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId
=090000168045bb52 
 
Grading  
Participation & Day's Summaries and Questions: 40% 
Text Presentation: 30% 
Final Exam: 30% 
 
Readings 
A digital reader will be provided. 
 
Course schedule 
 
Date    Program* 
Monday, July 24, 2023 
 

Overview and Core Concepts  
 
How can we define the core concepts and terminology 
talking about racism and discrimination? Which 
concepts and terminology is used within various 
settings? What does the Charta of Fundamental Rights 
define when it comes to discrimination and racism?  
 
 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 
 

Theory of race and racism  
 
Which theories of race and racism do exist? How did 
the concept of ‘race’ develop historically and how do we 
translate these concepts from the US context to Europe 
and other parts of the world? How do we assess 
different institutions within this context of race and 
racism?  
 
 
Guest speaker from an activist point of view  

Monday, July 31, 2023 
 

Intersectionality as a method of analysis 
 
How does intersectionality help us to understand racism 
and discrimination? Which categories are taken into 
account and which ones shall we think about more? 

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168045bb52
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168045bb52
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How does intersectionality help us to identify and 
combat racism?  
 
 
Excursion to a civil society organization combatting 
racism  

Thursday, August 03, 2023 
 

Antisemitism today  
 
How do we evaluate the historical and contemporary 
significance of Antisemitism today? How does it impact 
our view on various forms of racisms and 
discrimination? 
 
 
Excursion to the Jewish Museum or to another site 
related to Jewish Culture  

Monday, August 07, 2023 
 

Black Lives Matter as a global phenomenon  
 
How did the killing of George Floyd and the rise of Black 
Lives Matter contribute to the discussion on racism and 
diversity? How does Black Lives Matter become a 
global anti-racist movement and in what fields in society 
is it visible?  
 
 
Excursion to an NGO in Berlin working in the Black 
Lives Matter movement 

Thursday, August 10, 2023 
 

Anti-Muslim racism and anti-Gypsyism as new 
forms of racism today  
 
How do we define new forms of racism and 
discrimination? What challenges and difficulties do 
NGOs working on these issues face in society, 
specifically in Germany and Europe?  
 
 
Excursion to a civil society organization working against 
Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism  

Monday, August 14, 2023 
 

The rise of right-wing parties and politics in 
Western democracies and its impact on democracy 
today 
 
How does the rise of right-wing movements challenge 
values and the understanding of democracy today? 
How can we promote for more awareness on this topic 
in society?  
 
Visit to a political think-tank in Berlin  

Thursday, August 17, 2023 
 

How does an anti-racist society look like?  
 
Final class discussion and final exam  

*Field trips are subject to change depending on the availability of appointments and speakers. On field 
trip days, class hours may be adjusted. 
 


