CURRICULUM VITA

Ronald M. Smelser

Department of History

University of Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

Telephone: office (801) 581-6121
home (801) 583-4615

email rmsmelse@mail.hum.utah.edu

EDUCATION
Juniata College BA 1964
University of Wisconsin MA 1966
Ph.D 1970
Phillipps-Universitat-Marburg 1962-63
Rheinische-Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn 1967-69
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT
Alma College Assistant Professor 1970-74
lowa State University Visiting Ass’t Prof 1972
University of Utah Assistant Professor 1974-76
Associate Professor 1976-83
Professor 1983-
HONORS AND AWARDS
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship 1964-65
Vilas Fellowship 1967
German Academic Exchange Service Grant 1967-69
National Endowment for the Humanities Grant 1973
University of Utah Research Committee Grant 1979
Ramona Cannon Award for Teaching Excellence
in the Humanities 1982
Fulbright Travel Grant 1983
University of Utah Research Committee Grant 1987, 90, ’92
College of Humanities Faculty Fellow Grant 1992
German Academic Exchange Service Grant 1992
Holocaust Education Foundation Grant 1992
German Academic Exchange Service/ German 1992
Studies Association Best Article Prize
Virgil Prize for best faculty mentor of
graduate students in History Dept. 1993
Holocaust Education Foundation Travel Grant 1994



Dee Council Teaching Grant 1994

Calvin N. and Jenneal Hatch Award for

Distinguished University Teaching 1994
University of Utah Presidential Scholar- 1995
Teacher Award

Alumni Achievement Award: Juniata College 1996
Holocaust Education Foundation Travel Grant 1998
University of Utah Research Committee Grant 1999
ASUU Student Choice Choice Award 2000

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

German Studies Association

1989-1991 President
1986-88 Vice President and President-elect
1980-84 Secretary-Treasurer (two terms)

Czechoslovak History Conference
1992-95 Executive Committee

German Historical Institute, Washington
1991-94 American Advisory Board

Conference Group for Central European History
2003- Vice President and President-Elect

American Council of Learned Societies-Delegate
for the German Studies Association- 1995-1999.

Referee— National Endowment for the Humanities
Conference Group on German Politics

Fellow- Consortium for Atlantic Studies
Prescreener- ACLS

Task Force on German Studies Guidelines in the United States



PUBLICATIONS:

BOOKS:
Monographs:

The Sudeten Problem, 1933-1938: Volkstumspolitik and the Formulation of Nazi Foreign Policy
(Middletown, CT, Wesleyan University Press, 1975)

In German translation: Das Sudetenproblem und das Dritte Reich, 1933-1938: Von der Volkstumspolitik
bis zur nationalsozialistischen AuRenpolitik (Munich, Oldenbourg, 1979).

Robert Ley. Hitler's Labor Front Leader (Oxford, New York, Berg Publishing and St. Martin's Press, 1988)

In German translation: Hitlers Mann an der 'Arbeitsfront’ Robert Ley. Eine Biographie (Paderborn,
Schdningh, 1989)

The Myth of the Eastern Front: An American Perspective” ( Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
2007).

Edited Books:

(Ed) Die braune Elite. 22 Biographische Skizzen. with Rainer Zitelmann (Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche
Buchgesellschaft, 1989) 2nd. edition 1991

in English translation: The Nazi Elite. (MacMillan, London,1993)

(Ed) Die braune Elite. 22 Weitere Biographische Skizzen. with Rainer Zitelmann and Enrico Syring
(Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft,1993).

(Ed) Die Militérelite des ‘Dritten Reiches’. [ The Military Elite of the Third Reich] with Enrico Syring
(Berlin, Ullstein Verlag, 1995).
Paperback edition: 1997.

(Ed.) Die SS: Elite unter dem Totenkopf [The SS: Elite under the Deaths Head] with Enrico Syring
(Paderborn, Schoningh Verlag 1999).

(Editor in Chief) Learning about the Holocaust: A Student Guide, 4 vols. (New York, MacMillan, 2001)

(Ed.) The Holocaust and Justice. (with an introduction) Lessons and Legacies vol. V (Evanston,
Northwestern University Press, 2002).

(Ed.) “Racism in World War Two” with Enrico Syring. In preparation.

(Ed.) Guide to the German Materials at the Utah Genealogical Library (Salt Lake City, University of Utah
Press, 1980) 580 pages

ARTICLES

1) "The Betrayal of a Myth: National Socialism and the Betrayal of Middle Class Socialism in the
Sudetenland™ in Central European History, Vol. V, No. 3 (September 1972) pp. 256-277

2) "Reich National Socialist and Sudeten German Party Elites: A Collective Biographical Approach™ in
Zeitschrift fir Ostforschung, Vol. 4 (1974), pp. 639-660
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3) Review Article on J.W. Bruegel Czechoslovakia before Munich in Central European History, Vol. VIII,
No. 1 (March 1975), p. 73-77

4) "Notes on the German Collection at the Utah Genealogical Society, Salt Lake City" in Central European
History, Vol. VI1II, No. 4 (December 1975), pp. 375-376

5) "At the Limits of a Mass Movement: the Case of the Sudeten German Party 1933-1938" in Bohemia
Jahrbuch, Vol. 17 (December 1976), pp. 55-7

6) "Nazis without Hitler: the DNSAP and the First Republic™ in Central European History, Vol. 1V, No. 1
(2977), pp. 1-19

7) "Die Henleinpartei: eine Deutung” in Karl Bosl (ed.) Probleme der Parteiengeschichte der Ersten
Tschechoslowakischen Republik (Munich, Oldenbourg, 1978), pp. 187-201

8) "Hitler and the DNSAP: Between Democracy and Gleichschaltung” in Bohemia Jahrbuch, Vol. 20
(1979), pp. 53-62

9) "German Records in the Utah Genealogical Society" in International Conference on Records (Salt Lake
City, Utah Genealogical Society, 1980)

10) "German-Czech Relations in Bohemian Frontier Towns: the Modernization/Industrialization Process"
in Keith Hitchens (ed.) Studies in East European Social History Vol. Il (Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1981), pp. 62-88

11) "Nazi Dynamics, German Foreign Policy and Aggression™ in Wolfgang Mommsen (ed.) The Fascist
Challenge and the Policy of Appeasement (London, Allen & Unwinn, 1983), pp. 31-48

12) ---- Reprinted in Steven Ozment and Frank M. Turner (eds.), The Many Sides of History. Readings in
the Western Heritage, Vol. Il (New York, MacMillan, 1987), pp. 388-402.

13) "Die nationalsozialistische Machtergreifung als sozialintegrierender Prozess: Uberlegungen zur NS-
Sozialpolitik" in Wolfgang Michalka (ed.) Die nationalsozialistische Machtergreifung (Paderborn,
Schéningh, 1984) pp. 220-231

14) "Documents on the Sudeten Question: Genuine or Forged?" in Bohemia Zeitschrift, Vol. 26, No. 1
(1985), pp. 96-103

15) "Auslandsdeutschtum vor der Wahl: Kollaboration und Widerstand am Beispiel Albrecht Haushofers"
in Jirgen Schmédeke and Peter Steinbach (eds), Der Widerstand gegen den Nationalsozialismus. Die
deutsche Gesellschaft und der Widerstand gegen Hitler (Munich, Piper, 1985), pp. 763-776

16) "The NSDAP in the Rhineland: 1922-1933" in Geschichte in K&In, Vol. 24 (December 1988), pp. 65-
86.

17) "Ereignisse vom September 1938" in Bohemia Zeitschrift, Vol. 29, #2 (1988), pp. 369f.

18) "Eine 'braune Revolution'? Robert Ley, Deutsche Arbeitsfront und sozialrevolutiondre Konzepte" in
Wolfgang Michalka (ed.) Der Zweite Weltkrieg. Analysen, Grundziige, Forschungsbilanz ( Munich, Piper,
1989), pp. 418-429.

19) Russian translation in BTOPAR MIROBAR BONHA (Moscow, 1996)

20) "Robert Ley. Der braune Kollektivist" in Ronald Smelser/ Rainer Zitelmann (eds.), Die braune Elite.
22 biographische Skizzen (Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1989), pp.173-187.




21) "How 'modern’ were the Nazis? DAF Social Planning and the Modernization Question” in German
Studies Review, Vol. XIII, No. 2 (May 1990), pp. 285-302. Revised version of the Presidential Address
delivered at the 13th. annual meeting of the German Studies Association in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on
October 6, 1989.

22) "Recent Research and Writing on Modern History of the Bohemian Lands, Slovakia and
Czechoslovakia: A Colloguium™ in Bohemia, Vol. 30, No. 2 (1989), pp. 354-369. As one participant.

23) "Castles on the Landscape: the Czech-German Relationship in Retrospect” in H. Gordon Skilling (ed.),
Czechoslovakia: Seventy Years from Independence (London, Macmillan, 1991)

24) "Czechoslovakia and the United States, 1918-1938: Public Awareness and Political Discourse™ in Eva
Hartmann and Stanley Winters (eds), Image and Reality. Great Britain, the United States and the Bohemian
Lands, 1848-1938 (Munich, Oldenbourg, 1991), pp. 285-297.

25) "Die Sozialplanung der DAF und die Modernisierungsfrage" in Michael Prinz/ Rainer Zitelmann
(eds.), Nationalsozialismus und Modernisierung (Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1991),
pp. 71-92.

26) "Dva hrady. Vztah Cechu a Nemcu v retrospektive" in Pritomnost, #8,9,10,11 (August-November
1991)

27) “Die amerikanische Weltkriegsforschung” in Wolfgang Michalka (ed.), Der Erste Weltkrieg.
Wirklichkeit, Wahrnehmung, wissenschaftliche Analyse (Munich, Piper, 1994), pp. 991-1011.

28) “The Year ‘1944’ in War and Holocaust” introductory essay to: United States Memorial Holocaust
Museum, Darkness before the Dawn:1994 Yearbook (Washington, DC, 1994), pp. 3-20.

29) “The Expulsion of the Sudeten Germans: A Retrospective” in Nationalities Papers Vol. 24, No.1
(1996), pp. 79-92.

30) "Von alten und neuen Fragestellungen™ in Bohemia, Vol. 38 (1997), pp. 368-371.

31) “Anndherungen an die ‘Elite unter dem Totenkopf’ in (ed) Die SS. Elite unter dem Totenkopf
(Paderborn, Schoeningh, 2000) with Enrico Syring.

32) “Germany and the East in the Twentieth Century” in Charles Ingrao (ed). Germany and the East
(forthcoming in Purdue University Press).

I have also published a number of reviews on National Socialism, the Holocaust, German foreign and
social policy as well as the nationalities question in east central Europe in the following journals: American
Historical Review, Journal of Modern History, Central European History, East Central Europe, Bohemia
Zeitschrift, Journal of European Thought (Haifa), German Studies Review, Slavic Studies.

Future projects:

A monograph as a sequel to the Ley biography, which will assess the impact of Nazi social policy
on Germany's labor force at the local and factory level, particularly as formulated and carried out by the
Labor Front. Working title: "Modernization and Social Integration in Nazi Germany". Research
substantially completed.



A biographical/ institutional study of the Nazi SS which focuses on its role as powerful competitor
within the regime, as ideological interpretor and instigator, as self styled racial elite and metastasizing
bureaucracy which both embodied National Socialism and ultimately helped to detonate the system.

CONFERENCES:

I have participated in numerous conferences, usually by giving a paper or functioning as
commentator. This is particularly true for the German Studies Association conferences in which | have
participated every year since the organization's founding in 1976. The following list includes only
international conferences to which I was invited by the host agency to deliver a paper or an address:

International Conference on Political Parties in Interwar Czechoslovakia, part I, sponsored by the
Collegium Carolinum, Munich, November 24-27, 1977 at Bad Wiessee, Germany

International Conference on Political Parties in Interwar Czechoslovakia, part Il, sponsored by
the Collegium Carolinum, Munich, at Bad Wiessee, Germany, April 20-23, 1978

International Conference on Appeasement, sponsored by the German Historical Institute, London,
June 23-25, 1980 at Cumberland Lodge, Great Windsor Part, London

Seminar on German-American Relations, sponsored by the Europdische Akademie Berlin, June
13-18, 1983, at Berlin, Germany

International Conference on the German Resistance, July 8-12, 1984, held at Berlin, Germany

Conference on World Security Questions, sponsored by Conference on European Problems, June
15-19, 1985, in Berlin, Germany

International Conference on the two Germanies: a forty year Retrospective, sponsored by the
Hanns Seidel Stiftung, July 8-12, 1985 at Wildbad Kreut, Germany.

International Conference on "Czechoslovakia: 1918-1978" sponsored by the Centre for Russian
and East European Studies in Toronto, Canada on October 28-30, 1988. | spoke on Czech-German
relations during the interwar period.

International Conference on "The Bohemian Lands, Great Britain and the USA: 1848-1938"
sponsored by the Collegium Carolinum, Munich held at Bad Wiessee, Germany on November 2-6, 1988. |
spoke on "Czechoslovakia in American Public Consciousness: 1918-1938. Public Awareness and Political
Discourse".

Invited public lecture on Robert Ley and National Socialism at the Militargeschichtliches
Forschungsamt, Freiburg, West Germany on November 15, 1988.

American-German West Coast Conference sponsored by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. Held
in Los Angeles, June 24-27, 1989 with the theme: "Forty Years of the Federal Republic of Germany".
Attended and spoke as President of the German Studies Association.

Presidential address at the annual meeting of the German Studies Association to be held in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 5-8, 1989. Title: "National Socialism and Modernization".

Fourth World Conference for Soviet and East European Studies held July 21-26 1990 at
Harrogate, England. | spoke on "The Henlein Party: ethnic assertion and irredenta” within the context of a
panel on "Constructive and destructive Forces in Czechoslovakia ".



International Conference on Historiography in Czechoslovak History. Held in Munich, Germany,
November 22-26, 1990. Leading historians from Czechoslovakia as well as western countries discussed
the future of historical research in the wake of the collapse of Communism.

Conference on Central Europe in the revolutionary year 1848 held in Bad Wiessee, Germany,
November 29-December3, 1990, sponsored by the Collegium Carolinum, Munich.

Symposium on teaching the history of Germany after reunification, November 15-18, 1993 at the
German Historical Institute, Washington, DC.

Synposium on contemporary Germany in Bonn and Berlin, June 26- July 1, 1995 sponsored by the
Deutsch-Amerikanischer Arbeitskreis.

Symposium on Germany and the East, April, 2001, University of Toronto.

Principal organizer of Lessons and Legacies international conference on the Holocaust, November 2-4,
2002, University of Minnesota

Invited speaker: first annual conference of the Center for the Study of the Holocaust, Genocide and
Human Rights at Claremont McKenna College, February 5-8, 2004.

Invited speaker: Delbert McQuaide Annual lectureship at Juniata College, March 29, 2004

Courses taught:

History of Western Civilization
Age of Revolution-- Europe 1789-1848
Age of Imperialism-- Europe 1848-1914
Age of Total War-- Europe 1914-1945
History of Modern Germany
Hitler and Nazi Germany
The Holocaust
World War One
World War Two
Modern Habsburg Empire and the Successor States
From Expressionism to Hitler (co-taught with Art History)
Undergraduate and Graduate Seminars in Modern Europe. Themes:
The Fascist Threat and the Policy of Appeasement
Fascism
The Etiology of Total War
Wartime Diplomacy
Ethics in a World of Power
National Socialism in Germany
Italian Fascism
Ethnic Conflict in east central Europe.



